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or West Coast of Africa or in Asia was necessary for
the military or naval safety of the mother country*
But, as soon as an imperial acquisition is made*
the whole position changes* The Imperial State
now has to afford military protection not only to its
home territory but to its colonial possessions* It
becomes at once possible to argue that more terri-
tory must be acquired in order to ensure the
military protection of territory already acquired*
Thus Britain holds Egypt not because Egypt
protects Britain strategically, but because, if she
did not hold Egypt, she could not hold India*
Military reasons are, therefore, not to any great
extent a cause of imperialism, but they are a reasoia
for making an empire large, and a large empire
larger.

It will be seen that these three kinds of beliefs*
moral, sentimental, strategic, all affect men's
ideas and ideals of empire, and therefore they have
influenced the policy of imperialism* But they are
not fundamental* They would not of themselves,
either collectively or singly, have been sufficient
to set in motion or to maintain in motion the
expansion of Europe and the subjection of Africa
and Asia which we are studying in these pages*
The truth of this statement can be demonstrated*